CONCLUSION

THE land which for ten centuries past has borne the name of
France is inhabited by a number of peoples of very different
origin, whose very names are unknown to us, but which for many
thousands of years had possessed all the dements of a rudimentary
civilization ~ the cultivation of cereal crops, domestic animals,
and the technical arts necessary to life. These peoples, organized
in permanent groups under the authority of leaders, had a rudi-
mentary religion, the fundamental beliefs of which still linger on
obscurely into the present day. This agricultural and sedentary
population was reduced to subjection by three warlike peoples
in turn, coming from without.

The Gauls, who came from the north-east long before our era,
left as their legacy to this land its most ancient territorial divisions,
in which originated the dioceses of later days, and its most
ancient centres of population, which developed into the cities;
it is probable, too, that they also left behind them the system of
great estates belonging to a privileged aristocracy.

The Roman conquest, coming from the south, brought with it,
in addition to a regime of peace, unity of government within a
vast Empire, a common tongue, the technical processes of the
crafts, and knowledge, ideas, and legal practices which had
accumulated for thousands of centuries past in the civilizations
of all the peoples dwelling round the shores of the Mediterranean
and were now reduced to the mediocre level of the Roman mind.
The Empire in its decline imposed upon it a religion of Oriental
origin, ascetic and doctrinal, foreign to its habits, and organized,
like the Empire, on an aristocratic and absolutist system.

The Germanic peoples, which entered from the north-east,
destroyed the political and social system imposed by Rome, and
plunged the land into a state of barbarous confusion that lasted
for seven centuries, for they allowed the conditions necessary to
the ancient civilization to fall into ruin. The clergy, attached to
the Roman tradition, preserved little of it save verbal forms. But
these invaders and the bands that afterwards arrived by sea
from the lands of the Scandinavian north, introduced into the